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he Spring School Digital Mnemonics in Slavonic Studies tries to set new standards for 
the study of digital memory cultures based on communication genres from the World 

Wide Web. One of the main objectives of the Spring School is to explore the effectiveness of 
combining the qualitative methodology of humanities (area studies, politics, and history), 
with the quantitative methods of computer linguistics and statistics (data mining, text min-
ing/analysis, web mining etc.). Relying on the participants’ diverse knowledge in the cultural 
and professional area of concern, the Spring School will gain insights into the digital repre-
sentations and the reprocessing of cultural memories and their mutual dynamic interdepend-
ence in East Central Europe and Russia. 

The impact of the internet on today’s social and political reality is undeniable. In 2011-
2012, rallies and rebellions in Iran and Arab countries have shown the propelling effect of 
Twitter, Facebook and the blogging sphere on essential political processes. Similar trends are 
visible in today’s Russia, where the resistance-movement against President Vladimir Putin is 
using internet-based methods of communication to organise and review its protests. 

It is clear that internet communication platforms and blogs change not only the pace and 
complexity of communication. They also have an undeniable impact on social organisation 
and the social imaginary that goes beyond struggles for civil rights and political freedom: 
digital media is fundamentally changing the way that societies are dealing with their history 
and cultural memory. In order to reflect upon this digital shift a new method of research is 
needed, which combines political science, cultural studies, and humanities on the one hand, 
and technical sciences on the other.  

The Spring School’s research issue is to explore cultural memory as a process. This pro-
cess continuously develops in time and leaves traces in various media that can then be empir-
ically studied. The development and distribution of new media and cultural technologies 
changes conversely with cultural memory so that they coexist in a complex reciprocal inter-
dependence. Hence, nowadays new methods of scientific research and theoretical approaches 
to memory studies are required concerning their manifestation in new digital media. Special 
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attention must be paid to the fact that the internet is not merely a medium for representations 
of cultural memory, but also an object of study (digital mnemonics).  

The Spring School is a pioneering project that will develop relevant methodologies for 
quantitative studies of cultural memory and will also test these methods in a series of com-
parative studies. These methods will allow the participants to formulate and prove or dis-
prove hypotheses that address developments, asymmetries, and disruptions in cultural repre-
sentations of the past in the World Wide Web.  

On the other hand, the project will explore new options (for Slavonic Studies) for qualita-
tive and quantitative analyses of mnemonic topographies of digital memory cultures (re-
sources, knowledge, actors, and recipients). Further, it will investigate the different commu-
nication genres of the internet, especially the form of communication they require and the 
way this form of communication interferes with memory culture and how it influences its 
various manifestations. 

The significance of the project for the participants of the Spring School lies in combining 
the current research projects of young scholars with pioneering methods of investigating digi-
tal memory cultures. Especially important will be establishing conditions for lively discus-
sions and dialogue between leading and young scientists, which will prepare the foundation 
for future (joint) research. The Spring School acquaints young academics with advanced 
knowledge important for the further development of research on digital memory cultures – a 
rapidly developing field of academic interest. Above all, they are encouraged to initiate co-
operation beyond national or disciplinary borders at a very early stage of research, technical-
ly supported by the Spring School’s website project. 

The Spring School Digital Mnemonics in Slavonic Studies, generously funded by 
Volkswagen Foundation, which will take place in Freising, Germany, from March 23rd to 
30th, 2013, is a joint project of the Universities of Cambridge (UK), Oxford (UK) and Passau 
(Germany). Initiated by Alexander Etkind (Cambridge), Polly Jones (Oxford) and Dirk Uf-
felmann (Passau), the school also comprises input lectures by leading scholars on memory 
cultures (Julie Fedor, Andrew Hoskins and Martin Schulze Wessel), the technical dimensions 
of web-based data mining (Galina Nikiporets-Takigawa and Gudrun Wirtz), and the confron-
tation of memory representations on the Internet (Adi Kuntsman and Ellen Rutten). The 
Spring School will address 15 graduate and post-graduate students with Slavonic expertise 
(selected by the Spring School’s supervising board after an international call for applications) 
from different disciplines and countries (Austria, Germany, Netherlands, Poland, Russia, 
Serbia, UK, Ukraine, USA).  

The outcomes of the research will be documented online on the website http://digital-
mnemonics.rzblogs.uni-passau.de/ created for the purpose, which portrays the project and 
functions as a fundamental database of findings. In addition to documentation the website 
will facilitate a media archive and profiles of all the participants. 
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